
 

  



Zoom 

Zoom is a screen magnification function that can be found in many programs, as an add 

on to web browsers, and also as a function within the operating system on most 

computers, tablets and devices allowing a user to for example, scroll a mouse wheel to 

zoom (magnify) in and out on a page, choose an on screen magnifier to enlarger just a 

section of the page, or enlarge everything on the page. This allows students having 

difficulty simply viewing the passage, problem, etc. on the page, to enlarge it without 

having to open a different document altogether. 

In Windows 7 for example 

you can open the Control 

Panel/Ease of 

Access/Optimize Visual 

Display to turn on the magnifier and see the explanation of what it does as shown here.  

Below is an example of turning on and using the zoom magnifier. 

    

 

 

 

Choosing the Magnifier icon in the Dock at the bottom of the 

screen or the magnifying glass icon which will appear on-

screen, allows me to change the magnification on the fly, and 

other settings shown here.  

 

 

 

The Mac OS also has zoom features that can be found in the 

System settings under Accessibility. 

Here I am about to turn on 

the Magnifer, then click 

Apply at the bottom right of 

the window - not visible 

here.  

Once I've clicked Apply the 

screen is magnified 200% 



iPad Zoom Feature 

In IOS _ and above, choosing Settings/General/Accessibility allows you to turn on a 

Zoom feature. This allows you to Double-tap three fingers on the screen to zoom in. 

Three fingers allows you to move around on the screen while still zoomed in. To 

increase the magnification, when you double tap, hold your three fingers on the screen 

after the second tap and drag up or down on the screen to increase/decrease the 

magnification up to 500%. 

Chromebook 

On a Chromebook open Settings, Show Advanced Settings. In the listings under 

Accessibility you can turn on "Enable screen magnifier". This allows you to hold down 

the Control key, then, while holding it down press the plus (+) or minus (-) keys to 

continue to zoom in or out on the screen. You can also down load and install Magnifier 

extensions from the Chrome Store containing other options for zooming and magnifying 

the screen. 

Android 

Choose Settings/Accessibility/Magnification Gestures. This allows turn on magnification 

Gestures allowing you to triple-tap on the screen to zoom in, move around the screen 

while zoomed in using 2 fingers, pinch and zoom in/out to magnify even more. A triple-

tap zooms out. 

 

 


